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A brief Meeting of States Parties and a
chance for more consultations

The 2025 Meeting of States Parties (MSP) was opened and closed on Monday, following
procedural objections by one delegation, Russia. As the opening formalities were being
conducted the Chair of the MSP, Ambassador Clare Walsh (Australia), was faced with the
same objections that had been raised in the previous two years. In an attempt to overcome
these, the Chair suspended the meeting for 20 minutes for consultations. The atmosphere
seemed like waiting for the election of a Pope with delegates looking across to the
temporary building where the consultations were taking place for any sign of white smoke.

After 20 minutes had become 90 minutes, the plenary resumed with an
announcement that the MSP would be entirely procedural. A number of delegations
argued that there should have been wider consultations, although they recognized the
outcome might not have been different. Cote d'Ivoire, strongly expressed disappointment
that the procedural questions were hindering debate on the important issues covered within
the BWC and called on delegates to be flexible to reach consensus. These words were
specifically supported by other delegations. South Africa, speaking on behalf of the
African states parties, highlighted that lack of discussion of substantive matters could
reduce confidence in the BWC. Of the the dozen or so delegations taking the floor, none
explicitly supported the Russian position.

The process of adoption of the report in the afternoon was relatively smooth
other than the list of documents which was taking time to compile as delegations were
submitting on paper what they would have given as a general debate statement. With
some adjustments to dates for the 2026 meetings and the document list finalized (with 44
working papers) the report was adopted at 17.30 and the MSP closed shortly after. The
Working Group (WGQG) is scheduled to reconvene in 2026 for three sessions — 9-13
February (Eighth), 17-21 August (Ninth), and 7-11 December (Tenth). The MSP is
scheduled for 14-16 December.

Proceedings of the MSP are available via https://media.un.org/en/webtv/. The
official web page of the MSP is at https://meetings.unoda.org/meeting/75244/.

One notable aspect on Monday was a side event hosted by the USA to discuss
their Presidential proposal on Al and BWC verification. While there were many aspects
unresolved, the attendance of Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International
Security Thomas DiNanno illustrated the level of political attention this was receiving.

The WG Chair, Ambassador Frederico S Duque Estrada Meyer (Brazil),
announced that as the room and interpreters had been paid for, that the facilities should be
used to hold further consultations. Belgium took the floor to highlight that their experts
dealing with WG issues had returned to capital and so that this would not be ideal.
Ambassador Meyer suggested they could follow proceedings via UN WebTV but this was
blocked by Russia as the consultations would be informal.

The consultations seem to be making some progress, but no breakthroughs.
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